
Rick Wiltraut 
205 Washington Street 
Nazareth, PA 18064 

Dear Rick, 

4 December 1994 

Thank you for submitting documentation on the Hoary Redpoll you saw at Bath on 26 

February 1972 to P.O.R.C. After careful review, we feel that we are unable to accept this 

record. Various committee members felt that the plumage description lacked several details. In 

particular, no mention was made of the extent of streaking on the flanks or the size and shape of 

the bill. This of course does not mean that the bird was not a Hoary Redpoll, merely that the 

details submitted do not allow for a concrete determination by the committee. 

We encourage you to continue to submit documentation of any rare birds you may see in 

the future. 

Record# 887-01-1972 

Sincerely 

Nick Pulcinella 

Chairman 



~ "prob<,b le. •i ~o"-"J 
crn --or-, cr1 ;l._ Febru~r y 26 , 1g72 

12: 45 EST 

11 It we.s about 12 : 00 noon £, t my siHters f a rm in Ba t h . 
I was trying to h and-tame the chic kade es, but they 
wo ul d only fly down to my f eet end refused to c ome 
Rny closer. ~ent into the c ar pna to ok out my oair 
of b inocul e rs. I walked down to the creek th a t run s 
t h rough the nrope rty. There was snow on the ground 
whic h se t un a go od background for P. r-: ro UY) of smHl l 
br own colored bird s cling i ng ton DR tc h of weeds. 
They woula fl y down Rlong the bPnk ( mRybe to bR theor 
drink , I could not see this ) And hop hnck un on t he 
weeds . Further invcstigRtion nroved them to be a 
flock of Co moon Red poll o . I counted 16 of these 
hP.rdy little fellovrn. 'Th ile I ¼'A G c ounting t hem, I 
no tic ed on~ tha t we s paler t ha n the others . I t ook 
'TI. Y eyes off h im a.nd resumed c ou nting . Los t of t h e 
bird s were f eed ing close together, but to the the 
left ~ere t wo or three separ Rte~ fr om the fl ock. 
One of t h ese birds was much naler on t he bac k a nd 
on t he s i ~eto f its head. It. l ooked very white on 
the back com'°;"tred to the others. From the nape to 
the mid~le of it s bac k it had very light s tre akingR. 
The re s t of t he be.c k ~•-'a s :?c l most c ompletely white. 
I n_so had R Sl i gh l y bulkte r bu t . th n t he o t her . 
I stud. led it for Rbo ut three minutes , but lost it 
when I turned my head towards the house. I seRrched 
the whole floc k closely, but still could not find it . 
I s a i d to myself t ha t I was probably s ee ing t hings , 
t hA t I just thought I sew it. I looked up Rlong the 
fencerow and on R sm all tree it sat. I stud ied it 
for a nothe r t~o minutes. I could see the wh i te on 
the back very c le a rly now since its bac k wa s f acing 
me. I e t once i dentlfied~AB a Ho a ry Redpoll(Ac Rnthis 
hornema nni). I bRc ked up~slowly t owar d s the ho use, 
bu t e ven though these birds are very t ame t hey flew. 
They l:::..nded in the tre e v1i th t he Hoary Re apoll . I 
went into the house pnd told my mo ther a nd sister to 
look Ht t he fl ock. Even at this distr..nce ·whi ch is 
e~out 100 f ee t Rway , they could cleArly sepa rate t h e 
Hoary from the rest. This s eem s to be t h e onl y record 
thAt I know of in the Rrea ( No rth 8mnto n and Lehi ~h 
countles). 11 -
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I Record No.:887-01-1972 

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee 

Voting Tabulation - Round # 1 of 

Species: Hoary Redpoll (Carduelis hornemanni) 

Date of Sighting: 26 February 1972 to 26 February 1972 
Location: BATH 
County: NORTHAMPTON 
Observer(s): Rick Wiltraut 

Date of Submission: 1994 
Submitted by: Rick Wiltraut 
Written Description: YES Photo: NO Specimen: NO 
Recording: NONE 

Class I Class II Class III Class IV Class V 

Member 
A B C Abstain 

F. Haas X 
N. Pulcinella >< 
E. Kwater X 
R. Ickes X 
G. McWilliams X 
P. Schwalbe X 
J. Skinner X 
TOTALS ? ;2__ I I 
DECISION X 
Comments: 

Signature (Secretary}: f:_ ck£__ Date: 1-2_<; -?cf-




